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 PRE-1971 JOURNALS SENT TO STORAGE
                           By Nonie Watt, Head of Technical Services 
 As you are no doubt aware of by now, the Law 
Library has been transferring a number of volumes 
these past few months to the Auxiliary Library Fa-
cility (known as the ALF), a state-of-the-art library 
storage facility located on the east side of Bloom-
ington.  Partially because the library will lose a sig-
nificant amount of shelf space due to the upcoming 
Law School renovation and also because of long-
standing overcrowding in the stacks, we have care-
fully selected areas of the collection we felt could 
be moved without severely impacting the research 
needs of our users.  The latest, and hopefully among 
the last, of our collections currently being processed 
for transfer to the ALF are periodicals (i.e. journals, 
reviews, magazines, etc.) published prior to 1971.  
Please be assured this move will certainly not make 
the older journals inaccessible.  In fact, close to one 
third of the titles which comprise well over half of 
the volumes being transferred are already available 
in their entirety electronically. Nearly all law school 
reviews and journals as well as an increasing num-
ber of multi-disciplinary titles are currently avail-
able on HeinOnline.  In addition, other electronic 
services such as JSTOR and EBSCO provide full-
text for a significant number of scholarly law-relat-
ed journals.  Older journals not currently available 
electronically seem to fall into one of two general 
categories, either they are older foreign titles or they 
had a relatively short run and/or have not been
published for a number of years.  In either case, they 
have historically been very low-use materials.
Should you need to retrieve a journal or any other vol-
ume from the ALF, you can make your request direct-
ly from the online catalog.  If you make the request 
before noon your book will be delivered to the Law 
Library by 5:00 pm the same day.  Requests made 
after noon will be delivered by noon the next day.  All 
requested items will be held for you at the circula-
tion desk.  If you have any questions about retrieving 
materials from the ALF, please see Rebecca Bertoloni 
Meli or Ashley Howdeshell (both are located in the 
Circulation Office) or any Reference Librarian.
 NEW & NOTEWORTHY:  
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
A review of recent copies of the law 
library acquisitions list (http://www.
law.indiana.edu/library/publications/
acq_lis.shtml) reveals quite a few titles 
that are particularly appropriate for this 
year’s celebration of Black History Month.  Here are just a few –
Cobb, James c.  The Brown Decision: Jim Crow and Southern    
 Identity.  Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2005.    
 [KF  4155 .C63 2005]
Lepore, Jill.  New York Burning: Liberty, Slavery, and Conspira- 
 cy in Eighteenth century Manhattan.  New York: Alfred  
 A.  Knopf, 2005.  [F 128.4 .L47 2005]
Patler, Nicholas.  Jim Crow and the Wilson Administration: Pro- 
 testing Federal Segregation in the Early Twentieth   
 Century.  Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2004.   
 [JK 723.A34 P38 2004]
Robertson, Robert J.  Fair ways: How Six Black Golfers Won   
 Civil Rights in Beaumont, Texas.  College Station:   
 Texas A & M  University, Press,  c2005.  [KFX   
 1123.B3482 C567 2005]
Tsesis, Alexander.  The Thirteenth Amendment and American   
 Freedom: A Legal History.  New York: New    
 York University Press, 2004.  [KF 4545 .S5 T74 2004]
Upchurch, Thomas Adams.  Legislating Racism: The Billion   
 Dollar Congress and the Birth of Jim Crow. Lexington:  
 University Press of Kentucky, c2004.  [E 185.61 .U63  
 2004]
Zelden, Charles L.  The Battle for the Black Ballot : Smith v.   
 Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas All    
 white Primary. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,  
 2004.  [KF 228.S553 Z45 2004]
 Richard Vaughan, 
Acquisitions & Serials Control Librarian 
WESTLAW’S NEW & IMPROVED TOOLS FOR 
RESEARCHING LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
There are so many databases on Westlaw, it is easy to overlook 
the collection and not be able to find your particular item when 
researching.  Westlaw has made several improvements making it 
easier to accomplish a comprehensive legislative history.
To begin, customizing your screens using the tabs in “My 
Westlaw” brings it all together.  After setting-up the “Legislative 
History – Fed” tab, and selecting the tab upon sign-in, there is 
a wonderful graphic showing all of the phases of Congressional 
lawmaking.  
  
By selecting one of the twelve steps in the process, Westlaw brings 
all of the relevant databases together to help you find the docu-
ments for which you are searching.
If State Legislative History is what you area searching for, you 
may also set-up a customized tab using “My Westlaw.”  When 
using the “Legislative History – State” tab, the initial graphic 
gives you a map of the states so that you may select the state that 
you are researching.  (Note:  not all states have anything in the 
collection.  The states that look like shadows have nothing to offer 
at this time.)  After selecting the state, Westlaw brings all possible 
databases together for you and gives you one search box.  
The one thing to watch with State Legislative History is Westlaw 
will list all possible databases, which is a template for the states, 
even if the state you are researching does not offer these types of 
documents.  For the states that do collect legislative history docu-
mentation, this new feature can be quite useful.
Also look in this month’s newsletter for using HeinOnline to 





TRAINING FOR RESEARCH ASSISTANTS
If you will be working as a faculty Research Assistant this semes-
ter, we’d like to encourage you to take advantage of the Library’s 
R.A. training sessions.
While these sessions will refresh the research skills that might 
have become rusty since your first-year Legal Research & Writ-
ing course, they will also cover more advanced research skills and 
subject-specific resources that were not covered in that class.  Our 
goal is to make it easier for each R.A. to find the information that 
his or her faculty member needs.
(Continued on page 3)
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R.A.’s can sign themselves up for a session, or faculty members 
can do it for them.  If you have any questions or would like to 
sign up, please contact me by e-mail (ellarson@indiana.edu) 
or phone (855-1886).  I would appreciate at least a few days’ 
advance notice.  Also, please specify any particular resources or 





Did you know that under the statute Prerogativa Regis, an Eng-
lish statute of uncertain date (but probably adopted in the reign 
of Edward II, 1307-1327), whales and “great sturgeons” taken in 
the seas belonging to the realm must be offered to the Sovereign 
and cannot be disposed of without the Sovereign’s consent?  In 
the case of whales, the head belongs to the king and the tail to 
the queen, according to Blackstone in order to ensure that  the 
queen’s wardrobe  be adequately furnished with whalebone.  
(And, yes, Blackstone found this particular legislative intent 
“whimsical,” since all whalebone is actually in the head.)
Under the same statute, private property in wild, white swans in 
a particular river is available only by grant or prescription or by 
grant of a swan-mark from the Crown.  Marked swans belong 
to the owner of the mark wherever they (the swans, that is) may 
fly.  The Dyers’ Company and Vintner’s Company each have 
duly acquired a swan-mark to one-third of all swans on the River 
Thames, and conduct annual “swan-upping excursions” during 
which the young birds are properly marked.  One wonders what 
exactly “swan-upping” is, not to mention whether the statute ap-
plies by implication to black swans as well as white.
Then there is my personal favorite, a statute of 1313 (7 Edw. 2) 
which still forbids the wearing of armour by members of Parlia-
ment while attending the House.
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All this information was gleaned from the web site of the 
United Kingdom Law Commission, at http://www.lawcom.gov.
uk/.  The Law Commission is an independent body, established 
by the Law Commission Act of 1965, to reform, systematize, 
simplify, anDcodify the English “statute book.”  The latter task 
includes making recommendations to eliminate anomalies, re-
peal obselete and otherwise unnecessary statutes, and to propose 
ways to reduce the total number of statutes in force.  As a result, 
the Law Commission works in all substantive areas of law, and 
is responsible for the content of many comprehensive reform 
statutes.  Of course, the Law Commission also likes to keep 
track of so-called “Legal Curiosities,” making clear in a footnote 
that all items listed are in force and not proposed for repeal.
The Law Commission produces both reports and draft legisla-
tion, all of which are available in electronic format at its web 
site, back to 1995.  Earlier reports are available in the Law 
Library, and may be found through a search combining “Great 
Britain” as subject and “Law Commission” as author.
Ralph Gaebler
International & Foreign Librarian
  
 
SPOTLIGHT ON GOV DOCS:                
 RESOuRCES FOR LEGISLATIVE   
 HISTORY                                                                                 
At this point in your law school career you 
should know that HeinOnline is the go-to 
source for digitized law journal articles, but 
this gem is multi-faceted – HeinOnline is 
more than just a Law Journal Library. I’d like to tell you about 
the legislative history resources available at HeinOnline:
(Continued on page 4)
SuGGESTION BOX
Every month in this space Associate Director Linda Fariss responds to a suggestion from the Suggestion Box. 
Suggestion: Every month I put something in this box about the library hours on Sunday nights.  I never get a response in Res Ipsa.  Also library 
hours during breaks (spring, Thanksgiving and fall break) are unreasonable.  8 -5 or something.  It makes no sense at all.  Lots of people stay around 
and want access to the library.  Is it a budget problem?
Response: Well here it is - you finally made Res Ipsa!!  As I recall, in the past you have suggested remaining open on Sunday until 1:00 am and 
closing earlier on Friday.  I will present your suggestion to the next administrative staff meeting.   We will definitely consider making this change. 
In terms of the break periods, we close early for several reasons.  First, in our experience there are not many people around during these times, 
especially spring break and Thanksgiving.  We do remain open later during fall break (I think until 8:00 pm) because it seems like more people stay 
around during this particular break (maybe because the rest of the University does not take fall break).  Secondly, it is sometimes difficult to staff 
the library during these periods because the students we rely on are not available.  And last, yes there is a budgetary consideration involved.  We 
do not have a large hourly budget and during these periods we can save money.  It is generally our experience, at least in the daytime hours during 
breaks, that there are not many students around.  We will pay attention to this during the next break and see if we need to reconsider what we are 
doing.  Thanks for your suggestion.   
 WORKING THE HALLS
  Happy February Birthday to:
        Pat Clark on the 1st
        Mary Edwards on the 4th
        Nonie Watt on the 7th
        Nicholas Hansen on the 20th
        Prof. Julia Lamber on the 27th
Legislative History Library
• A new collection of full-text legislative histories of   
historically significant legislation, such as the Civil Rights Act 
of 1991, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the 1909 
Copyright Act, the Railway Labor Act of 1926, the Securities 
Act of 1933 and Securities Exchange Act of 1934,and the 
Revenue Act of 1954. Additional compiled legislative histo-
ries are in progress, including most of the major tax legislative 
histories.
• This collection also includes texts and finding tools 
related to legislative histories such as Nabors’ Legislative Refer-
ence Checklist: Key to Legislative Histories from 1789-1903 
(use this source to find bill numbers of Public Acts from the 1st 
through the 57th Congress) and Johnson’s Sources of Compiled 
Legislative History (a bibliography of government documents, 
periodical articles, and books).
Legal Classics Library
• Includes Seidman’s Legislative History of Federal 
Income Tax Laws 1938-1861, J.S. Seidman (1938). This source 
has compiled relevant excerpts from bills, committee reports, 
hearings and debates for selected enacted and unenacted leg-
islation from 1861-1953. Arranged by revenue acts in reverse 
chronological order; contains a detailed subject index as well as 
a list of the sections of all revenue acts preceding the first codifi-
cation of tax laws in 1939; has a key number index, which brings 
together related legislation from different revenue acts.
u.S. Statutes at Large
• Statutes at Large in PDF from 1789 to near present. 
Retrieve by citation, search text, or browse by popular name of 
the public law. Contains Indian and other treaties. Use Statutes at 
Large as the original form of the act and to locate the originating 
bill number and date of approval. Since 1963 (88th Congress) 
Statutes at Large has included a mini-compiled legislative his-
tory at the end of each act.
Federal Register Library
• Has Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents in 
PDF (1965 to near current). Published since 1965 by the Office 
of the Federal Register, WCPD contains the text of presidential 
messages and occasional notation of pocket vetoes.  The presi-
dent might convey general recommendations or request passage 
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of specific measures, or comment on the bill before signing or 
vetoing it.
HeinOnline is a subscription database, available from the Law 
Library’s Online Resources web page. 
Look for more information on sources for legislative history 
from Stephanie Marshall in this issue of Res Ipsa.
Jennifer Bryan,
Documents Librarian
u.S. Supreme Court Records & Briefs, 1832-1978
In case you have not recently made a close examination of the 
Law Library’s Online Resources page (http://www.law.indiana.
edu/library/onlineresources/index.shtml), you will definitely 
want to check out our newest digital acquisition, Thomson-
Gale’s U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs, 1832-1978.  
This latest edition to The Making of Modern Law historical 
database contains close to a quarter of a million documents for 
over 100,000 cases, and each document is available in PDF 
format.  
U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs offers extensive search 
options.  In Basic Search mode, you can perform full-text phrase 
searches, as well as retrieve briefs by time periods, docket 
numbers, case names, and/or U.S. Reports citation.  Advanced 
Search mode augments all of these features with a full range 
of Boolean strategies as well as a choice of document type (i.e. 
petitioner’s brief, respondent’s brief, amicus brief, etc.).   Two 
different browse options provide alphabetical listings of every 
case name and the names of every individual and firm author of 
briefs.  Historical researchers will definitely appreciate Thom-
son-Gale’s efforts to track down the best and most legible copy 
of each document, especially when using the hand-written briefs 
of the 19th century.
As always, if you have questions about using this or any other 
database, please feel free to contact one of the reference librar-
ians.  This is a truly extraordinary addition of our wealth of 
resources on the Court, and we hope you take the opportunity to 
explore this invaluable online collection.
Keith Buckley
Collections Development Librarian
 
